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are either red or white, the former being the most sought
after. They are often mixed with Conakry, and the better
qualities of Soudan " niggers," etc. The selected, or first
grade, is a very useful hard rubber, fairly clean, and it is
often bought months ahead by some manufacturers. The
other grades very often contain heated centres, besides
being more dirty. These rubbers also come in the
form of twists, which though a sound and useful rubber,
are not so clean or in such good condition as the red
" niggers.''
8. Gold Coast. This rubber is known chiefly in the form
of lumps or slabs, and in small quantities also as " niggers."
The Gold Coast lumps are usually very wet, and when cut
show a yellowish-white colour. The interior of the lumps
are more or less spongy, and nearly always full of water
and uncoagulated latex, which naturally means a high loss
on washing. They are made up into two standards, Coast
selected or Liverpool selected as firsts, the softer and more
resinous lumps being classified as seconds. The rubber
is fairly clean, and always in good demand, though its smell
derived from fermenting nitrogenous matters makes it
objectionable for some purposes. The outsides of the
lumps are quite black and often very dirty, and some
manufacturers make two grades by cutting off the outsides,
arid using them for one purpose and the insides for
another.
4. Benin, lamp is very similar to that Itint described, but
usually firmer, of a closer grain, and not BO spongy. It lias
a yellow or bluinh tint whan cut, the colour being uHually
deeper than in the Gold Coast lump. Like the latter, it is
divided into two grades for sale.